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David Herbert - General Manager 

“The family golf concept came out of the realization that as a club we needed to 

connect better with our community and break down the barriers to accessing our 

facility. New families are moving into our area and looking for things to do with 

the kids, our aim was to set aside times on our course where it’s OK to come and 

have a go. We’ve simplified the rules and made the course shorter, there are fun 

challenges and we’re providing food and children’s activities in the clubhouse”.

Case Study -  Whangaparaoa Golf Club Family Golf

The club set aside Sunday afternoons 
over the course of 6 weeks for family 
golf. The afternoons featured family 
menus, relaxed dress code and 
games back at the clubhouse after a 
speedy round of 6-hole team golf. 
To remove the barrier of equipment, 
the club provided the option to hire 
family golf bags, these bags were 
mixed with the adult and child clubs 
required to get around the course as 
a group. Less to carry and all the clubs 
you would need for a fun afternoon.

With over a third of the Hibiscus Coast and Bays demographic 
being young families, a place to be active and socialise as a family 
is of great value to the local community. Whangaparaoa Golf club 
believe their club can add value to these families through the vehicle 
of golf. Golf is one of the very few sports the entire family can play 
together regardless of age, gender and ability, it encourages family 
participation and connectiveness. The club have developed a project 
that creates a welcoming and social environment for families to 
learn, have fun, be active and spend time together.

In order to bring this project to life, the club made a successful 
funding application to the Hibiscus Bays Local Board for funding 
towards the setup costs. This included the cost of setting up the 
purple course (tee markers), promotional material and scorecards, 
and the purchase of family sets of golf clubs. In addition to this, 
$300 was donated from the Eagles Golfing Society which was used 
towards outdoor games for the clubhouse. The club then promoted 
the events via media networks, Facebook, Neighbourly, and posters 
in local businesses.



80 participants giving golf a go and experiencing what the Whangaparoa Golf 
Club has to offer, the majority of these 80 participants were new to the game 
and living on the Hibiscus Coast. Good work Whangaparaoa!

“What are you doing that is introducing young people to golf?”

“Do you have opportunities for young people to play golf with their family on 
course?”

Please get in touch with your Regional Support Manager for more information.

The result

The families played a shortened 6 holes in a team format while completing fun on-
course challenges all taking less than 90 minutes per round. The purpose was to 
introduce the whole family to golf by allowing them to navigate their way around the 
course, exploring and playing in a way fun and simple way that extends far beyond 
just counting scores.

“Being able to come down and have a go at golf as a family has been a great 
experience, the scorecards make playing fun and the challenges help keep the 
kids engaged. Having times set aside where beginners can come out on the 
course, without the fear of holding others up meant it was a really enjoyable 
afternoon out as a family”
       Richard - Family Golf Participant


